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Dairy farming and the environment 


Q1. List a concern people might have about the impact of dairy farming on the environment. (2 marks)
The production of methane gas by dairy cows which may contribute to global warming.


Q2. How do the following initiatives help to promote a positive impact of dairy farming on the environment?

a) Global Dairy Agenda for Action on Climate Change (1 mark)
Addresses concerns about climate change by dairy farmers.

[bookmark: _GoBack]b) Dairy Roadmap (1 mark)
Outlines how the industry works to reduce the negative environmental impact.

c) Red tractor (1 mark)
Ensures farmers protect the countryside by preventing pollution of watercourses, soil, air and wildlife habitats.


Q3. How could dairy cows impact on global warming? (1 mark)
Dairy cow farming can have an impact on the environment due to methane production contributing to global warming.


Q4. How could farmers use cow manure to benefit the environment? (1 mark)
The manure produced can be used on the land as a natural fertiliser, providing valuable nutrients for crops, including grass.

 
Q5. How do hedgerows help improve the environment? (1 mark)
Provide a breeding ground for birds and other wildlife.
 

Q6. Why is water essential for dairy farming? (1 mark)
Providing dairy cows with a regular and constant supply of clean water to drink and washing the milking parlour and equipment following milking.


Q7. What are two initiatives which demonstrate the Dairy farming industry’s commitment to improving sustainability? (2 marks)
Through the Dairy Roadmap. 

Concerns about climate change are also being addressed by dairy farmers on a global scale, through the Global Dairy Agenda for Action on Climate Change.
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